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Upcoming Events Birthdays

Nov

*
Carnival at WLC Horsham

‘ P >y @

Wed 3rd: Year 6 Graduation Dinner @

Bowling Club > ;-.l T' ' AY.
Fri 5th: P&F Colour Run

Wed 10th End of Year Graduation

Service @ Lutheran Church Happy birthday wishes are sent to the following
student for this fortnight:

Wesley 18 Nov

Fri 12th: Pupil Free Day Lexie 18 Nov

Jan Ollie 19 Nov

Mrs Launer 26 Nov

Cooper C 23 Nov

Fri 21st: PreFoundation visit 9 - 3.15pm O
Fri 28th: WLC F2 Educational Sport O

Thurs 11th: Last Day of Term 4

Tues 27th: First Day of Term 1 2026

Gertrude The Bear Super Readers Award
Congratulations to Sienna for following
the 5 rules of the school.

We hope Gertrude and you both enjoy
your time together.

Congratulations to the students who were
presented with Super Readers awards at assembly
this week.

Jed and Wesley




From The Principal
End of Year happenings

Itds hard to believe we ar e o0We&wentafyearienygtohighligtiugh Ter m Fo

Student Progress reports will be distributed before the end of the term.

Year 6 Graduation Dinner : This is a special occasion for our Year 6 graduates and will be held
at the Bowlds Club on We dnach ¥edrs ptudbre may imditectwo si@ecial
guests, and staff also attend.

End of Year Graduation Service : This will be at the Lutheran Church at 7pm, Wednesday
December 10 . Itis expected that all students attend in their formal school uniform. The service is
a special time for our school community to gather, farewell our Year 6 graduates, and awards and
presentations also take place.

Farewell and God bless Mrs Launer and Giana

Next week we farewell Mrs Launer who commences her parenting leave. We are so blessed to have Mrs
Launer serve our school, and wish her and Shannon God®&s
of their baby.

We also say thank you and farewell to Giana Pohliner. Giana has been completing a Structured
Workplace Learning placement at WLC Nhill, helping as an aide each Thursday.

WLC Logo and colours

The new logo and colours for Wimmera Lutheran College have been released. Our z
students were pleased to see that Nhill were represented with maroon and blue. The

new logo will appear more regularly, and will replace our existing logo on letterheads,

si gns ®ihahé logo and colours now chosen, attention turns to new uniform items WIMMERA
which will be addressed in the near future. Our current Nhill Lutheran School uniform Lutheran
items may still be worn in 2026. College

Remembrance Day

Our school held a special ceremony by the flag pole on Tuesday to honour Remembrance Day. We give
thanks to the men and women who have served, or are serving, in our armed forces, and we pray for
peace to end all war.

School Captain speeches

Next Wednesday, our Year 5 students will present their school captain speeches to the school. Students
and staff will then vote for who they feel will be worthy student leaders for our school in 2026.

Kinder Visits

It has been a joy getting to know our incoming Foundation students during their Kinder Visits. They have

their last visit next Friday. An information session for parents/caregivers of 2026 Foundation students will be
held at the school on Monday November 24 th at 3.45pm.

Focus Group Discussions

Thank you to parents who attended the recent focus group discussion with Phil McCredden from Ecclesia
Leadership, and WLC Executive Principal Jason Przibilla. Phil is collating information from all three WLC
campuses, which will guide strategic planning.

Every blessing,

Damon Prenzler

Chapel Dates
Assembly Dates Nov Dec

Nov Fri 28th: No chapel Fri 5th: F/1 Class

Wed 10th: End of Year Graduation

S B VERL 2 SnEr, Service @ St Pauls Lutheran Church

Wimmera Lutheran College Nhill is committed to providing a child safe and child friendly environment, where children and
young people are safe and feel safe, and are able to actively participate in decisions that affect their lives.




Prayer of the Week

Each week we pray for someone in our
School Community. This week we @
pray for éé.

Clayton & Harper and their family
Maddy, Charlotte & Atreyu and their
family

Wesley and his family

Savannah and her family

Miss Zikos and her family

E = =4

f2 Worship News

Nhill Lutheran Parish

Pl ease see below for
service times:

16th Nov Nhill 9am Jeparit 11am

23rd Nov Nhill 11am  Jeparit 9am

NhillLutheranParishOnline.com

Chapel Offerings :,

From last 2 weeks of Chapel $90.30 was
collected for the ALWS Gifts of Grace. Please
consider sending an offering each Friday
morning as the communities there rely on our

Messages of

Listen to Messages of Hope and invite others
to do the same. Download or listen online at

messagesofhope.org.au .o r on i Tunes

Spotifly.

16t November

Deena shares her heartbreaking story of homeless-
ness and how she was able to break the cycle, find-
ing a community who cares and a sense of belong-

ing.

23rd November

No one is immune to domestic and family violence.
Professor Sarah Wendt is dedicated to understand-
ing the impacts of domestic violence and shares
her insights from personal stories about the causes
and effects and where we may find hope in such a
painful topic. *sensitive content advice*

Devotional Thought

St eadf ast feet

My steps have held to your paths,

my feet have not slipped (Psalm
17:5).

Read Psalm 17:189

There are many great African spirituals that sing of
steadfast feet on the pat
marching in the light of God; we are marching in

h of

the |Iight of God é6 Or how at

great thing to love Jesus, it is a great thing to love
Jesus, it is a great thing to love Jesus, walking in

t hi stheWgt®fkcédswalk, Walk, iwslkhwalk, walking in

the |Iight é6 | f either of
your head this Saturday, praise the Lord!

I n Psalm 119:105, we read
my feet and a
pilgrimage song, contains
let your foot slip & he who watches over you will

not slumber €& The Lord wi

coming and going

The first Christians
Wayd. What a great joy it
followers of the Way, the Truth and the Life (John
14:6). The Apostle Paul remarked:

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will

be saved. How, then, can they call on the one

they have not believed in? And how can they

believe in the one of whom they have not heard?
And how can they hear without someone

péeﬁcaing to them? And how can they preach
unless they are sent? As
are the feet of those who bring good news!

(Romans 10:13 815)

Dear Lord, give me beautiful feet that bring the
good news wherever | go. May the feet of God
walk with me and his hand hold me tight wherever
I go. Light of the World, illuminate your path before
me so | do not stray to the right or to the left. Grant
me steadfast feet on the Way. Amen.
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https://lutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail20.com/t/t-l-gkuwx-muhirtrlh-i/

Lions Peace Poster Awards

Congratulations to Zara on her achievement for the next level judging. Zara was awarded the
Western zone winner at state judging. In coming weeks the Lions will return her poster and
present a prize to her. Well done Zara!

WLC Nhill Commemorated Remembrance Day




From The WLC Executive Principal A Jason Przibilla

Strategic Plan Update
Last week, Phil McCredden from Ecclesia Leadership conducted focus groups with the following key
stakeholder groups:

WLC Staff

WLC Parents and Friends

WLC Students
Across 2 days, Phil travelled between campuses, meeting with these key groups to hold discussions on the
future of Wimmera Lutheran College. These discussions provided valuable insight into key considerations for
the steering committee to ponder as planning for the future continues. Phil was impressed with the passion,
dedication and pride that the different groups held for their respective school communities, and enjoyed
the opportunity to find out more about the three campuses that make up Wimmera Lutheran College. The
information collated from these focus groups, along with the Shared Futures survey will now be collated and
presented to the WLC Steering Committee at a workshop scheduled for Tuesday 25 November.

WLC Logo

Last week, the new Wimmera Lutheran College logo was unveiled to all members of the WLC community.
This logo was created by Mad Mouse Graphic Design who were given the following briefing by the Steering
Committee:

A Modern and contemporary

A Features the Cross as a central el ement
A I's simple yet meaningful in design
A Represents othree becoming one, 6 while acknowledging t

unity and diversity

| believe the designers have done an exceptional job in meeting this brief. Their

description of the final design is as follows:

O0A bol d, geometric shield that r e fthinkiogtstsengthnThecyposs pr ot ect i o
and three stripes symbolise faith and the merging of three campuses into one. Clean lines and a

confident colour palette make this concept distinctly modern, dynamic, and enduring A ideal for
a contemporary educational brand. ¢

The three chosen colours each have a connection to the original colours of our three
campuses, working harmoniously together to represent our shared identity and collective
Future.

WLC Branding
With the logo now decided upon, attention will turn to key branding priorities including;
Website development
Campus Signage
Bus signage
Uniform logos
Business cards, letterheads and other important documents
Stationery
| personally cannot wait to see our unifying logo across all facets of our 3 amazing campuses.

WLC Uniform

The following steps will be followed as we now prepare to review the WLC uniform:
Step 1: Construct a survey

Step 2: Survey stakeholders

Step 3: Focus Groups utilised for 3 campuses

Step 4: Discussions with Focus Groups

Step 5: Executive Team to use collation of data to confirm uniform

Step 6: Uniform Policy Review

Step 7: Uniform implementation timeline confirmed and communicated to families
Step 8: Uniform Shop decision

This exciting work will begin over the coming weeks and will be another important step towards bringing
unity and celebrating diversity across the 3 campuses of WLC.

Independent Schools Victoria (ISV) Independent Report

Wimmera Lutheran College is classified as an Independent School In Victoria, an independent school is a

non -government school that operates autonomously, meaning it has its own governance and

management structure, unlike government schools . These schools are diverse and are accountable to their

governing body while operating within state and federal legislation for areas like curriculum and finance.

Recently, a new independent report commissioned by Independent Schools Victoria (ISV) revealed the
significant economic and social contribution of Victoria



The report showed that the sector contributes $6.6 billion to the state economy each year, driven by direct

empl oyment, infrastructure investment, international st
Independent schools employ more than 26,000 full -time staff, three times the workforce of the entire AFL

industry, and educate over 165,000 students, with enrolments growing at three times the rate of other

sectors.

Independent schools also delivered substantial savings to the government, estimated at $3 billion
annually, by educating students who would otherwise require places in government schools.

The report highlighted the sectords essenti al role in s
broader economy, while also drawing attention to the financial pressures created by payroll tax and rising
costs.

This report provided impartial, evidence -based insight into the scale and si gl

Independent school sector. To find out more about the important role Independent Schools such as
Wimmera Lutheran College play in the educational sector of Victoria, please view this short explanatory
video through the provided link:

Independent schools: Educate, employ, invest and contribute

Students of the Week

Congratulations to the following students who were presented with Student of the Week awards at
assembly this week:

Jessie: Demonstrating she can confidently work with her classmates, making thoughtful choices about
tasks she will complete and extending herself to writing new words in sentences and reading aloud in
class.

Jed: He applies critical thinking to his tasks and asks many questions to find as much as he can.

Connor: Has been highly focused on his learning and supporting others with their learning. He is
respectful, responsible and helpful.

Freya: Displays imagination to her writing, artwork and play. She adds humour to her tasks.

Hailey: Showing great effort in your learning and making wonderful friends, for always having a bright
cheerful smile everyday at school

Lawson: For showing curiosity and creativity in your thinking. Your organisational skills have improved,
along with showing initiative and being helpful.


https://youtu.be/LabnZFLeRm0

Get OEmM Going Playgroup

Get O6EmMm Going Playgroup meet each Tuesday at 9.30am to 1

Each week children will be given the opportunity to participate in physical, social and mental stimulating
activities to assist in preparing them for their learning journey ahead. Please bring along the following:

q A water bottle / Fruit snack / Gold coin donation

If you have any questions or would like more information on the program please contact Mrs Fisher at the
front office. 53 912 144 or admin@nls.vic.edu.au
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Wedve had a fun few weeks in Get 6em
Our theme has been 6Day 406 when God c
and stars. Then this week we |l earnt a
ed the fish and the birds.

For our music time the children have been exploring clapping

sticks, tapping to the beat wusing dif
enjoying a crayon song using colours and shapes. Then have lots

of fun pretending to be a scarecrow!

g§Wedve continued to eorx
painting and using paper plates

to create the scenes from crea-

tion webdve been | earr
Using glitter, stickers and animal

pictures.

/ Next week we are leaning about
A=0Day 60 when God cree



When Kids Talk Back

Every parent knows that moment: the eye roll, the sigh, the sarcastic comment, or even outright refusal to
do what you've asked. Whether your child is five or fifteen, backchat can leave you feeling frustrated,

disrespected, and unsure of how to respond.

But what if | told you that backchat might actually be a sign of healthy development? An inconvenient
and clumsy sign, perhaps. But a sign nonetheless. How so?

o e
Sz

When children talk back, it often shows they feel safe enough to express disagreement with authority f
including ours. This isn't rebellion for rebellion's sake; it's the stirring of critical thinking. They're developing

their own sense of what's fair and reasonable, and they're brave enough to voice it, even when they know

we might not like it.

The way we respond in those moments can either nurture their growing autonomy and problem -solving
abilities... or teach them that challenging authority is dangerous and their perspectives don't matter.

Here's what parents need to know fi and do fi when kids backchat, from preschool through high school.

Why Kids Talk Back

Backchat is rarely out -and -out de fiance. More often, it's a child's attempt to assert some control over their

world when they feel powerless. When kids experience:

Q O vcentrol (decisions imposed without their input)

Q Overwhelm (expectations that feel i mpossible to meet)
Q Disconnection (sensing their thoughts and feelings don
...they're more likely to push back. And because they're still learning how to navigate complex social
situations, it comes dussass,sarcasanycs outightrefusah 8t | i ke

What Parents Can Do

The goal isn't to silence your child's voice or demand unquestioning compliance, but to help them learn

more effective ways to communicate their needs and concerns whilst maintaining connection. Here are

three approaches:

1. Get Curious, Not Furious

Instead of meeting their attitude with your own authority (* Don't you dare talk to me like that! "), try genuine

curiosity about their perspective.

Ask yourself: What's underneath this behaviour? What need are they trying to meet?

You might say, " It sounds like you're really frustrated about this. Help me understand what's bothering you.

This invites collaboration rather than demanding submission.

2. Acknowledge Their Reality 7 Even When You Can't Change Everything

You don't have to agree with your child to validate their experience. Sometimes just being heard defuses

the tension.

"I can see why that feels unfair to you."  or "You wish you had more say in what happens in your day, don't

you?"

This shows you're genuinely interested in their inner world A not just their compliance i even if certain

expectations still need to be met.



3. Invite Problem -Solving Together

Rather than simply laying down the law, try collaborative problem -solving:

Q THis isn't working for either of us. What ideas do you have that might help ?"

Q I nrleed X to happen. You're telling me Y is important to you. How can we make this work for both of us "
If emotions are running high, suggest a pause:

Q We're both pretty heated right now. Let's take a break and come back to this when we can really listen
to each other ."

The Bigger Picture

We can't eliminate backchat entirely fi nor should we want to. Children who never question authority often
struggle to think critically or advocate for themselves later in life.

What we can do is help our children learn that their voice matters, while also developing the social skills to
express themselves effectively. When we respond to backchat with curiosity rather than control, we're
teaching them that it's safe to disagree, that problems can be solved together, and that relationships can
handle con flict.

Your kids are learning from you every day how to handle disagreement and navigate power dynamics.
The question isn't whether they'll encounter con flict in life A they will. The question is whether they'll have
learned to handle it with respect, creativity, and connection.

**Quick Reminders for Parents:**

- Stay curious fi their "attitude" often masks a legitimate concern

- Remember, they're practicing important life skills (even when it's inconvenient)
- Look for ways to share power where possible

- Model the respectful communication you want to see

- Focus on connection and problem  -solving, not winning
Dr Justin Coulson is a dad to 6 daughters and grandfather to 1 granddaughter. He is the parenting expert and co -host
= of Channel Nineds Parental Guidance, and he and his wife host .
Happy Families Podcast. He has written 9 books about families and parenting. For further details visit
\ happyfamilies.com.au

Because parenting doesn't come with instructions, SchoolTV is a wellbeing
resource implemented at our school to help support you in the challenges of
modern -day parenting relating to youth mental health and wellbeing. Parenting is

a learning journey and SchoolTV supports families by providing credible

information from trusted sources with practical strategies to help alleviate some of
the challenges being faced by young people today.

Watch video interviews with leading wellbeing specialists and browse a library of resources. Each topic is
accompanied by factsheets, podcasts, books, articles, apps and other videos.

This award -winning resource helps families build relationships, foster connections, enable understanding and
break down barriers to navigate a pathway towards better mental health and wellbeing for young people.

It will assist you in starting those conversations on topics that can sometimes be awkward or difficult to
tackle.

Parents and caregivers are the greatest influence on a young person's life and SchoolTV focuses on
empowering confident parenting.

Explore SchoolTV today - https://nhillls.vic.schooltv.me



https://nhillls.vic.schooltv.me/

Pre-Foundation First Full Transition Day

The school was a buzz this morning when we had the 2026 Foundation students begin their very
first full day at school. After having 2 previous Fridays only being at school for a few hours, they
were all very excited to be staying for the whole day. The backpacks were on, they all gave a
happy greeting as they made their way into their classroom. These transition days are so helpful
in providing the new students with confidence that they know the location of the toilets, and
playground, what all the bells mean, and learn that there are rules to be followed by every

one.




