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Harmony Day
Harmony Day celebrates our country’s
cultural diversity. What better way to
celebrate than dress in traditional costumes.
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James, Helena and Savannah

E: admin@nls.vic.edu.au

Last day of Term 1
Cybersafety session for
Years 3-6

Birthdays
We wish the following students a very happy
birthday:
Aaron Pedie: Monday 22nd March
Nathan Pedie: Monday 22nd March

Harshu, Betty and Mystery

From the Principal
This week I am able to do something that was
unable to happen in 2020. Lutheran Principals
and Business Managers from Victoria, NSW and
Tasmania are gathering with staff from LEVNT
(Lutheran Education Vic, NSW, Tas) in
Melbourne. I lost count the number of times
we met as leaders last year via Zoom,
especially during the hectic times of
lockdowns and remote learning, so it’s great
we can again gather face to face. LEVNT
provide our school with considerable support
in many areas of school oversight.

Loud Shirt Day
On Thursday the staff surprised the students
with an impromptu dress up day.

Parent teacher interviews
Please complete the interview booking form
and return to school no later than Monday
March 22 if you are yet to do so. We are
looking forward to sharing this time with
parents.
Foundations first Wednesday
Congratulations to the Foundation students
and Miss Noll for completing their first full week
of schooling. Foundation students
attended for the first time on a
Wednesday this week.
Harmony Day
Our school, and indeed our wider community,
reflects a broad diversity of cultures. Today our
students celebrated our inclusive school, our
respect for each other, and our sense of
belonging for everyone by dressing in orange
or cultural attire, and participating in activities
for Harmony Day.
Entering Holy Week
The week leading up to Easter is often referred
to as Holy Week, starting with Palm Sunday.
Next Friday our Foundation class will be
leading chapel with a Palm Sunday focus,
something to look forward to (the singing
practice is sounding great!).
Every blessing for your week.
Damon Prenzler

Chapel
Thank you to the Year 1/2 class for leading our
Creation Chapel this morning. Thank you also
the visitors who joined us.

Worship News

Devotional Thought
Gravestones
Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;
believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms
(John 14:1,2).
Read John 14:1–14
Maybe it sounds a bit strange if I tell you that I love strolling
around cemeteries. It is not because I have a hidden
desire to die but because I love looking at gravestones.
We know what gravestones look like and what we can
read there. It is usually the name, date of birth, day of
death, ‘RIP’, or sometimes the person’s profession.
Sometimes we can find symbols of life, like a branch of a
palm tree, a cross or even a Bible verse. Gravestones
speak their own language. Some messages go much
deeper than many long sermons.
On the stone of a 16-year-old girl who died in a car
accident, I noticed there were none of these Christian
symbols. There were only a few capital letters, chiseled
with heavy hammer blows: ‘WHY?’. At the age of 16, life is
only just starting – finishing school, dating, looking for a job.
All the despair, impotent anger and grief of this family
cried out of this one little word: ‘WHY?’.
More than 30 years ago, I discovered a very different
gravestone at the cemetery in Neuendettelsau, Germany.
Shaped like a simple cross and at the bottom, you can
read the name and the dates – nothing special. But what
impressed me was one single word, written at the
crosspiece: ‘Daheim’, translated as ‘At home’. Not a long
sermon on a resurrection – only the German word
meaning ‘At home’. What a deep peace and comfort
that flows out of here. Of course, the relatives of that
person were crying and mourning as well. This farewell was
definitely not easy for them. But they had a view and a
perspective that reached further than six feet under.
What enables and drives people to turn a gravestone –
the ultimate sign of death – into a sermon of life? Hope in
the presence of grief – this is what Christ brings into this
world and what we celebrate at Christmas. Life in the
presence of sickness and death – this is what we
celebrate at Easter. Christ is not the great magician who
spirits away all our doubts, difficulties, challenges, sickness
and death. He is the one who comes into our life. He is the
one who walks with us side by side like with the two
disciples on their way to Emmaus. He is the one who leads
us through. He is the one who promises to take us home.
What do you want to be chiseled at your gravestone?
Prayer: Pray for Christ to lead you through life in the
presence of doubts, difficulties, challenges, sickness and
death. Thank God that he promises to take you home.

Please see below for this week’s church
service times;
Nhill: 9 am—AGM
Woorak: 9 am
Jeparit: 11 am
Wednesday 24th March Lenten Reflection:
Woorak at 7.30 pm
Register for Sunday (before Thurs 5pm) via
the Parish Office: nhillpar2@bigpond.com
or 5391 1223
NhillLutheranParishOnline.com

Prayer of the Week
Each week we pray for someone in our
School Community. This week we pray
for……..


Olivia and Ayden Fritsch and their
family



Mia Grover and her family

Chapel
Chapel is held in the Multi Purpose Room
on Friday at 9am. Next Friday it will
be run by the Foundation class.
Parents and friends are invited to join
us and stay for morning tea and
coffee.

Chapel Offering
At today’s Chapel $91.40 was collected
and will go to the Maw Per Koh orhanage
school in Myanmar. So far this year,
$294.70 has been generously received
from Chapel offerings. Thank you for
blessing our sister school in Myanmar.

More Harmony Day photos

Nhill Tiger News
Under 12s Football Training commences on
Thursday 25th March from 4.30—5.30 pm.
All past and new players welcome.
Coach: Rob Bell 0407 522 264
Team Manager: Jess Mason

Get Active Kids Voucher
Program

Savior

For 2021, the Victorian Government has
opened up a voucher program to assist junior
players with the cost of memberships,
registrations, uniform and equipment. This is
called the Get Active Kids Voucher Program
and it provides vouchers of up to $200.
Applications are only open from Monday, 1st of
March (from 10am) until Sunday, 11th of April.
To take advantage of this offer, children must
be aged 4 to 18 and named on a valid Health
Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card and
Medicare card. Applications for the program
and further details can be found here: https://
www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/

Swimming
Well done to Henry for qualifying and
competing in the breastroke finals at the
Greater Western Region swimming day today.
We wish him all the best.

Shilah, Harper and Eden

NLS volunteers
Reading Buddies Program
We are currently seeking some parent helpers to
assist with our reading buddies program .
Reading buddies involves parent volunteers
listening to students reading aloud. Volunteers
must have a current Working With Children
Check and complete the training that is
explained below.

VSC Online Training Instructions
Go to http://ilearn.alc.edu.au/course/
view.php?id=170. Follow the instructions. Use
the Enrolment Key: VSC3_Volunt33r to gain
access to the training. On-line training takes
about 30-40 minutes. Certificates of completion will be generated at the end of the session. If you need any assistance, or would like
to use a school computer to complete the
training, please see Mrs Koning at the front
office.

Volunteering at NLS
For all parents wishing to volunteer at school to
help in the classroom, on camps or with other
student activities this year, parents must bring
the following to the front office: 1) a current
Working with Children Check and; 2) a
certificate of completion of one-hour Valuing
Safe Community training session on-line within
the past three years. As a school of the Lutheran
Church of Australia (LCA), staff and volunteers
are obliged to meet the requirements of the
LCA Safe Place Policy. Valuing Safe
Communities (VSC) is a program to comply with
this expectation. This training is valid for three
years.

Lost Uniforms
Could all parents please check uniform items
to ensure that your child has the correct one.
Please label all items of uniform so that they
can be returned.

Listen to Messages of Hope and invite others to do the same. Download or listen online at
messagesofhope.org.au.
21st March

Finding Hope in South Sudan

(Interview)

At a time when our lives have never been so uncertain, Jonathan Krause from ALWS shares
what we can learn from people who live with constant challenge and uncertainty.
28th March

Living Water

(Pastor Noel Due)

Are you thirsting for love? Forgiveness? Approval? Noel Due offers hope to quench those thirsts.
CORONAVIRUS RESOURCES
As coronavirus restrictions continue and some tighten further, there are challenges and
changes to navigate. Life looks a bit different and feels uncertain which can make us feel
stressed or anxious. For resources to help make sense of what you’re going through and give
you hope, go to www.messagesofhope.org.au/coronavirus.

Around the School

Parenting Ideas—Webinars and Guides
Our school has a Parenting Ideas membership
which enables us to publish articles in our
newsletter. I hope you find these articles useful
and informative. In addition to the articles,
Parenting Ideas also provides support for parents
through webinars and eGuides. Parents of Nhill
Lutheran School are able to access free webinars
provided by Parenting Ideas (usually the cost is
$39). Some of the webinars have already
occurred and have been recorded, others are
planned for later this year. To gain free access to
a webinar simply request a voucher from the
school, which will have all the details you need to
view the webinar. Upcoming webinars include:

Communicating with teenage boys –
March 24 at 8pm, valid to June 24
Connecting with teenage daughters –
June 23 at 8pm, valid to September
23
The eGuides are booklets that are also
available free to parents. They cover the
topics of optimism, family meetings, friends,
coping, understanding children’s behaviour,
and bring out your child’s confidence.
Copies of the eGuides can be sent
electronically by the school, just ask via
admin@nls.vic.edu.au or phone the school.

